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Notice to Mariners 

Geophysical Survey / UXO Identification 

Bran Sands 
NtM Number: 001v01 

Activity: Geophysical Survey and UXO 

Identification  

Vessel Name: EGS Echo Date of Issue: 19th June 2026 

1 Planned Activity   

  
Mariners are advised that Northumbrian Water Ltd will be undertaking nearshore marine 
geophysical and Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) identification surveys in the Bran Sands 
area (see Figure 1 below), these surveys are in support of  the Bran Sands Long Sea 
Outfall (LSO) Project. 
 
Initial survey activities will be undertaken using the survey vessel EGS Echo, and will 
include: 

• Multibeam echosounder (MBES) survey; 
• Side scan sonar (SSS); 
• Magnetometer survey; and  

• UXO identif ication operations.  
 
Bran Sands Survey Area is shown in Figure 1, with coordinates provided in Table 1 
(WGS84 DDM). 
 
Additional survey activities, including grab sampling and Drop Down Video (DDV), will be 
undertaken in the Bran Sands Wider Survey Area following these initial works. A new 
NtM will be issued ahead of  the commencement of  these works. 

 
The EGS Echo will operate at low speeds and may have restricted manoeuvrability, 
while towing survey equipment. Survey operations are daytime only (~12hrs) and are 
estimated to take ~ 24-days (weather dependant). 
 
Mariners are advised to always maintain a safe distance (of at least 500m) from the EGS 
Echo. 
 
For further information, contact details for the Fishing Industry Representative and the 
Company Fisheries Liaison Off icers are provided in Section 7. 
 

2 Permissions in Place 

Licencing Authority Marine Licence/Exemption Number  

MMO  EXE/2026/10153 

3 Geographic co-ordinates and chart of the survey area  

 

See Figure 1 below for the survey overview and Table 1 for the coordinates (WGS84 DDM) of the 

Activity Area.  
  
4 Safe clearances, navigation safety features and safety notes for mariners  

 

All vessels are politely requested to maintain a safe distance (of at least 500m) from the vessel at 

all times. 
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5 Outline programme of works  

Estimated Start Date:  6th July 2026 

 

Estimated Completion Date: 30th July 2026 

(weather dependant) 

6 Vessel details 

Vessel Name: EGS ECHO 

Vessel LOA(m): 15.3m 

Vessel Classification: 
High Speed Craft - Survey 

Vessel 

VHF Call Sign: MERD8 

MMSI: 235017585 

 
 

7 Contacts 

Company Fisheries Liaison Officers (CFLO):             

                                            

Primary CFLO: Richard Joseph (ERM) 

Email: ERMNorthumbrianWaterCFLO@erm.com 

 

Secondary CFLO: Holly Scott (ERM) 

Email: ERMNorthumbrianWaterCFLO@erm.com 

 

Fisheries Industry Representative (FIR): 

 

John Armstrong (FIR) 

Email: juliekaren110@hotmail.co.uk  
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Figure 1. Bran Sands Survey Area 
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Table 1. Bran Sands Survey Area Coordinates 

 

ID Latitude (WGS84 DDM) Longitude (WGS84 DDM 

1. 54° 37.627' N 001° 6.758' W 

2. 54° 38.948' N 001° 2.007' W 

3. 54° 38.585' N 001° 1.542' W 

4. 54° 37.44' N 001° 6.199' W 

 

 

 

 


