Notice To Mariners

Scientific Mooring Deployment Array

Activity: Array Installation
Start Date: 15" June 2026
End Date: 30" June 2027
Date of Issue: 5" June 2026
MLA License: L/2025/00490/1
Works description

The University of St Andrews is undertaking a Passive Acoustic Monitoring study of
bottlenose dolphins in the coastal waters of Tyne and Wear, Durham, and North and
East Yorkshire.

The RV Fortuna, operated by Ultra Marine Powerboat Services Ltd, will be installing an
array of four subsurface scientific moorings with FPOD & CPOD instruments (Chelonia
ltd), with a provisional start date of 15" June 2026, subject to suitable weather
conditions. The locations of the four moorings are provided in the table below.

Each mooring will remain in position for 12 months with a provisional end date of 30*"
June 2027. Upon recovery the entire mooring will be removed. Works will occur within
daylight hours. Completion of the deployments is expected within 2 days.

The mooring will be serviced at 4-6 monthly intervals. Service visits are expected to be
completed within two days.

During operations RV Fortuna will be restricted in its ability to manoeuvre and will
display appropriate day shapes and light in accordance with COLREGs, alongside
transmitting its position on AlS.

Mooring Locations

Deployment Name Location

Sunderland 54°54.8400'N 01°20.1000'W
Hartlepool 54°43.0200'N 01°11.6400'W
Scarborough 54°17.2200'N 00°22.5000'W
Bridlington 54°04.6800'N 00°04.2600'W




Mooring Description

A lightweight, seabed deployed subsurface acoustic-release mooring will be used with
the FPOD/CPOD deployments. The vertical mooring is max. 5m in height above the
seafloor. The equipment will comprise one 75 kg clump weight that will sit on the
seabed with a maximum footprint of 0.25m2. Immediately above the clump weight a 1Tm
section of rope will secure to the base of the Sonardyne acoustic release device. Above
the acoustic release there will be an approx. 2m tall section of riser rope with the FPOD
and CPOD devices in-line and trawl floats at the top of the riser rope.

Vessel Details

The RV Fortuna operated by Ultra Marine Powerboat Services will be used to deploy,
service and recover the moorings.

RV Fortuna
Call Sign MPLOS
Length / Beam 7m x 2.7m
Onboard Contact Mike Dennett
Contact Number 07811 827 209

Onshore Liaison: Dr Carol Sparling
Phone: +44 (0)1334 463446

Email: ces6@st-andrews.ac.uk
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